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and their place is taken by parts of Asia and Europe which
had played a secondary part in earlier history. Though the
politics and economics of the time may still be called' Mediter-
ranean ', yet by degrees parts of Europe and Asia, which have
no connexion with that sea, gain decisive importance in the
history of mankind. These are north Germany, north France,
Britain, the Scandinavian countries, and central and northern
Russia, in Europe ; Persia under the Sassanian dynasty, and
the Mongols, in Asia. In these districts of the north and south-
east there grew up gradually political, social, and economic
institutions which were destined to determine the future
development of the human race.
The history of the ancient centres of civilizations becomes
more and more a history of dissolution and decay. The old
institutions are replaced by utterly primitive conditions; in-
social, economic, and intellectual matters there is an unbroken
reversion to barbarism. One feature of the economic con-
dition is especially remarkable—the complete change in agri-
cultural methods throughout the empire. Scientific cultiva-
tion backed up by capital and intelligence disappears utterly
and is replaced everywhere by a system which merely scratches
the surface of the soil and sinks lower and lower into primitive
routine. Though estates may be large and great tracts of
land are owned by members of the new imperial aristocracy,
yet agriculture is based on the tilling of the soil by small
cultivators, either owners or tenants. Throughout the world
Hodge holds the field, whether the land belongs to the emperor
or to great private landowners, whether Hodge himself owns
or rents his plot in the area of urban territories. The economic
life of the state as a whole and of the ruling classes in the
empire and the towns is based upon Hodge. This being the
case, there is no longer any question of increasing the area
of cultivation : it shrinks instead. In Egypt this process can
be traced by written evidence and can almost be proved by
figures ; and it is equally present in the rest of the empire.
To provide labour for the land became the chief anxiety
of the state and of private owners. Of land itself the quantity
was unlimited: the arduous problem was to find farmers
who would pay rent and labourers who would till the soil.
There was no longer any possibility of basing the industry
upon servile labour. The scarcity of labour is a clear proof
that the population of the empire was no longer rising but

